Chinchilla Showing
in the UK
by Claire Davidson

This article is the first of a series focusing on
chinchilla showing in the UK. Little is published about
chinchilla showing outside of the society which
organises shows, so this aims to give a brief overview
of the history and an introduction to chinchilla
showing.
Chinchilla showing in the UK dates back to the
1950s. Chinchillas were originally imported from the
US as part of the fur industry and the organisation
was therefore, named the “Chinchilla Fur Breeders’
Association” (CFBA).
The association was formed to allow breeders to
compete against each other, to compare animals,
and to learn about and improve husbandry practices.
Their main aim was to breed chinchillas with the best
quality fur.
Whilst fur farming has now been banned in the
UK the contribution which these early breeders
made to chinchilla husbandry and health cannot be
underestimated.
In the 1990s the CFBA was rebranded as the
National Chinchilla Society (NCS), reflecting the
change in society’s perceptions of fur farming. As
an organisation the CFBA had increasingly become
the target for animal rights’ activists and members

were verbally attacked for keeping chinchillas, even
though many breeders by this time were keeping
them purely as a hobby and had nothing to do with
the fur trade.
Chinchilla shows were not very well advertised
outside of the NCS for fear of animal rights’
campaigners disrupting the shows and causing
problems. From talking to one long standing NCS
member, it seems that shows became very insular
and were sometimes held behind closed doors with
no members of the public being allowed into the
hall.
Thankfully those days are now gone and keeping
chinchillas as pets and showing them as a hobby is
much more acceptable. Members of the public are
more than welcome to attend shows and see some of
the most stunning chinchillas at close quarters.
I am not sure the “stigma” attached to the origins
of fur farming will disappear entirely and the
showing of chinchillas is still based primarily on fur
qualities but the NCS is an organisation of dedicated
enthusiasts who keep chinchillas for the joy of the
animal.
The NCS is a relatively small organisation compared
to other companion animal organisations. Members

are scattered over the entire country and shows are
held in each of the 4 regions (Scottish, Northern,
Wales & West Midlands, Southern) throughout the
colder months: the end of September through to the
National which is usually held at the beginning of
April.
Holding shows during the winter means that the
chinchillas have attained their full winter coats and
(hopefully) are in prime.
A chinchilla in full prime is stunning to behold – it is
the condition every show breeder hopes an animal
will attain just before a show and especially for the
National.
Each region organises its own shows; usually 3 per
season so that shows are not too crowded together
(since it is rightly considered unfair on the chinchillas
to be taken to shows too frequently) and so that
dates do not clash.
Shows are held on a Sunday at suitable village halls.
Entries can vary between 50 to 100 animals, with
the National often seeing 200 animals or more to be
judged.
My next article will outline the preparation necessary
for showing chinchillas and the equipment needed
etc. A further article will describe a typical show day.

HOUSING THE CAVY by Margaret Elward
THE HUTCH

Hutches are normally made of wood. The strongest type of
cage usually uses good-quality tongue-and-groove timber for
the sides and back. However, exterior-grade plywood is also
suitable and this is probably the best material to use for the
cage floor, as there will be no joints for the guinea pig to catch
its nails in.
The cage should be treated with preservative inside and out,
but make sure that the product you use is suitable for animals.
If the cage is to be permanently in a shed, or in something
similar, then it will not need to be as weatherproof, but will
still need to be treated with preservative to ensure protection
for the wood from the ammonia in the guinea pigs’ urine and
droppings.

FLOORING

A mesh floor is not advisable for cavies, as their feet are not
covered with hair and it would be very uncomfortable for them.
Also, their legs and feet are small and they could get caught in
the wire and break when they tried to move.
Guinea pigs should never stand on mesh or grids; the danger to
their feet is tremendous. One of the worst abuses, that in the
past commonly happened at shelters, is putting pigs in rabbit
hutches with wire-grid flooring. Guineas can lose a leg, or even
their life, that way.
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The cage must not be allowed to sit on the ground, as this
will make it rot. It either needs to have sturdy legs fitted, or it
should be placed on a table. It must be made safe, to protect
the guinea pigs from the attentions of predators. The ideal
solution is to have the cage roughly 30 inches off the ground as
this makes it much easier for cleaning out and the day-to-day
care of your cavies.

LIGHT AND AIR

The front of the cage should have a door with a wooden frame
containing a wire mesh in order to allow light and air into the
cage. This door usually covers about two-thirds of the front,
with a smaller door of wood covering the rest of the front. This
gives the owner easy access for feeding and cleaning out.
It can be a good idea to make a mesh frame that can be placed
behind any windows in the shed, to keep out cats and other
predators. Also, in summer, it can be useful to also have one for
the door so that a flow of air can move through the shed.

DOORS, ROOFING
The doors need to be strongly made and to have a strong
fastener if the cage is to be situated outside; the roof should
slope, and be higher at the front than at the back. If the cage
is to be kept outside, the roof should overhang all sides and
covered with two or three layers of good quality roofing felt.

SIZE

The size of the hutch will depend on the number of guinea pigs
you are keeping in it. For two guinea pigs, a hutch or cage 62
cms x 38 cms x 38 cms (2 feet x 15 inches x 15 inches) gives
them ample room. They never feel safe in a hutch or run that is
large owing to their poor eyesight.

SLEEPING AREA

It is not necessary to provide guinea pigs with a sleeping
compartment, as they do not make a nest; however the
darkness provided by the solid section of the door will make an
area that will provide them with a more restful space. And they
do need bedding of hay or soft straw.

Recommended Reading:
Margaret Elward’s book Guinea Piglopaedia
is available from the Fur & Feather Bookshop

